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months before the venerable man's death we met after 
a 8eparation of more than thirty yeal'8. It was at a 
~acramental service, and during the recess we met and 
conversed for some time. . He feelingly ~xpressed the 
pleasure it gave him to meet once more ill this life. 
From what I can learn this was about the last time my 
venCl'able fl'iend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 
salvation. 

WILLIAM WANLESS. 
For Illoro than a hundred years the Wanless namc 

has been a familial' one in our region of conntt'y .• Ac
cOl'ding to tradition vaguely entel'tained, Ralph and 
Stephen Wanless, natives of England, came to Virgin
ia and settled on the Wanless place, nem' Mount Tabor 
school house, in the H Hills," five miles lIorth of Hun
tersville. One of Ralph's sons was William Wanless, 
who marl'ied Nancy Wilson, fl'om neal' FOI,t Defiance, 
Virginia. She was a sister of tbe wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled on Back Al
leghany, and wel'C the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters weJ'e Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 
Martha, Nancy AlllI, Mal'garet who died aged 7 years, 
Mary died aged 15 years, Melinda who was dl'owned 
when a young woman in Leatberbark Creek, and Ma
tilda. The SOilS were James, Andrew, Nelson, Ralph, 
Allen, and two unnamed w)JO died in infancy. 

Rachel, the eldest daughtel', married the late J olm 
Logan, and settled in Randolph County, lived awhile 
ill Barbour County, and finally located 011 Alleghany. 
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Mr Logan was a \"(11"y estimable citizen, a ruling elder 
in the Presbyterian cluu'ch, and a very skillful cabinet 
maker, and all upJ'ight person in h.is dealings, In re
fel'ence to thl' Logan family these particulars are giv
ell: Nancy Jane Logan is 011 Back Alleghany, Eliza 
Ann J .. ogan becaiu(l Ml's Enos CUI'ry, and lives near 
the homestead, Mary Elizabeth Logall was married 
to John Curtis, and settled on Back Alleghany, Re
becca Logan mal'ried James Galford, and lives on 
Back Alleghany, Ina Josephine Logan was married 
to Samuel Rellick Hogsett and lives (.n Browns creek, 
Pl'eston Logan died at the age of seven, and William 
Logan when three years old, 

JAne Wanless was married to the late Da,·id Mc
Laughlin near Driftwood, 

Eliza Wanless was marl'ied to the late Chesley K, 
K, Moore, of DunlUore, and now lives on Alleghany. 

Martha became Mrs Henry Nottingham, 
Nancy Ann married p, Nicholas and moved to Min

nesota, where she now lives. 
Matilda Wanless was married to William Cassell, on 

Greenbrier Rivel', a few miles east of Greenbank, 
The Rev James Wanless, a brother of William Wan

less, was in his day widely known as a minister of the 
M. E. Church, and in the last years of his life was in 
the pale of the M, P. Church. Early in life he mar
ried Miss Elizabeth Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, 
Senior, one of the Ol'iginal settlers near Frost, and set
tled on ThOl'uy Creek at the place owned at this ,time 
by Newton Fertig, Sometime in the twenties James 
Wanless cleared considerable land. His brother Stc-
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ph en was a blacksmith, !.tnd lived on Back Creek near 
the Irvine Brick House~, While trying to shoe a re~ 
f1'actory herse belonging. to Squire John Hamilton, 
about sixty yeal's ago, he wa~ instantly killed. His 
Bdns were John F., William, and James. Rev James 
Wanless adopted the three nephews and reared them 
to manhood. In the meantime he prospered financial
ly, and bought from J llmes Sharp the pl'operty now 
occnpied by John F. Wanless. In conllexion wit h his 
farming entel'pl'ises, James Wanless opel'ated two mills 
and prospered enough to accumulate It very respectable 
competency for thi.)se times. 

J ames Wanless was a zealous local preachel" and 
1'3rely ever spent a silent Sabbath. He seemed to have 
had great admiration for John the Baptist as a model 
backwoods preacher. It was evidently his belief that 
it was his duty to lift up a voice in the Pocahontas wil
derness against the, vanities of the times. His spirit 
would be deeply stirl'ed by the advent of a Ilew fashioIl 
and then he would look np Mathew xi. 8 for his text: 
"But what went ye out for to see ~ A man clothed ill 
80ft raiment ~ Behold they that weal' soft clothing are 
in king's honses." 

While commenting on the wearing of soft raiment 
then ,the preacher would as~ign to the fashions and the 
vices their portion ill due season, as he thought it was 
needed. "Now just consider what I say, lIly bretlu'ell 
and hearers. How would John the Baptist have look
ed in a swallow tailed coat, pointed toed shoes, pipe, 
whiskey bottle, anQ stovepipe hat, et cetera!" The 
devout people felt it would have been out of the quos-
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tion for John to have beeu fond of such things, and 
IJIlUlY of the younger people from theil' talk evidently 
thought that to be in the fashion wa~ to make a long 
~tllp in a downward cal'eer. 

While it is hard to ~mppress OUl' smiles, still it must 
he acklh)wle.igcd tlut \\ hea it was felt to be a 
('hl'istian duty t,) be plain and ecouomic;}l, it saved a 
vast deal of needle!!s expenditure, and to real' a family 
aud furnish a pa.ssnble home was not the heavy, per
plexing bUlliness it is now. 

Ualph Wanless, J uniOl', til'st Illarried Anna Poage, 
41aughtel' of G. W. Poage of the Levels. Aftel' living 
in II untCl'sville several yeal's as thl' villnge blacksmith, 
he located on the homestead at ~Iount Tabor. Theil' 
childl'ell were George Poage, Hopkins, Milum, Sam
nel, and Margal'et. 

John Wanless married Elizabeth BridgCl', and set
tled in Lewis County. Mrs Wanless W,\8 noted for het, 
skill in nUl'sing the sick. and hm' sdrviccs wel'e in de
mand fat, nud nenr. Sick people had so much confi
dence in her that they seomed to think thel'e was no 
danger of dying if Mrs Wanless could be had in time. 

Most all the Wanless brothers were industrious and 
skillfnl workers in iron, n~quit'ed from their" fnther, . 
who seems to ha\'e been a genius ill that line of indus
try, so useful to the people in pioneel' and later times. 
When Ralph Wanless and his sons wrought at the anvil 
and caUl~ed the primitive forests to ring with their 
strong and resonant st1'iking of hammers and sledges, 
their business was of essential impol'tance. III their 
times most of the implements used in clearing lands, 
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cultivating the ground, and building houses were made 
at home, III the pioneel' l'lhops, and for years subse
quently were forged axes, hoes. sbovel plows, bu1l-
tongues, coulters, bl'usb hooks, seng hoes, mattocks, 
broad axes, fl'OWS, gJ'Ubbing hoes, pot hooks and pot 
hangers, kettle bales, log cbains, doubltl trees, single 
trees, door hinges and latches, and other articles, 

Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 
Onward through life he goes, 

Each morning sees some task begun, 
Each evening sees its close

Something attempted, something done 
Has eOl'ned a night's I'epose, 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hal'lt taught: 

Thus at the flaming .forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought, 

Thus on the sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed amI thought, 

--The Village Blacksmith, 

w ALTER DRINNON. 

Among the pioneer settlers of the Edray district the 
Drinnons are believed to have been among the vel'y 
first, From what the venerable James McCollam, a 
grandson of Lawrence Drinnon, remembers there wel'e 
three brothers, Charles, Lawrence, and Thomas, son8 
of Walter Drinnon from Ireland, It is more than 
probable they came hel'e about the time John McNeel 
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